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ABSTRACT 

 

Many central and critical issues in the way we produce, consume, and dispose of food 

remain largely invisible. They are harder to grasp because they are systemic, often originate 

in long-term historical dynamics, and have global ramifications that require familiarity with 

international affairs and trade. However, knowing where our food comes from, and how, is 

important to us as consumers and as citizens, allowing us to make more careful choices. In 

this talk, I will explore different conceptualizations of the global food system, together with 

the structures, flows, and stakeholders that compose it. What kind of system are we talking 

about? Are supply chains and value chains sufficient to fully grasp such complexity? 
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