The American South: The Tail That Wags the Dog of American Politics
Abstract:

This paper argues that the South exerts extraordinary influence on American politics;
that American liberalism has been shaped by its most illiberal region. Although the
American South was poorer and developed later than other regions of the country, it
has been in the vanguard of social and political change in the last half of the
twentieth century. | examine the vanguard role of the South in four areas: (1) labor
relations where employer resistance and state hostility to unions that was once
endemic to the South is now common practice outside the region; (2) voting patterns
where the defection of white conservatives from the Democratic Party in the South
has since become prevalent outside of Dixie, making the American party system
more polarized and more competitive; (3) Congress where the rise of Southern
Republicans has tilted Congress to the right; (4) and presidential elections where the
size and unity of the South gives the Republican Party an extraordinary advantage in
the Electoral College. In essence, American politics has been shaped by its most
atypical region.
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