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ABSTRACT

Boris Reinstein (1866-1947) and Dr. Anna Mogilova Reinstein (1866-1948) dedicated their lives to
serving the people and to promoting socialism as a remedy for the perceived evils of capitalism. In
their youth, they enthusiastically adopted Russian populism as espoused by the People’s Will
movement, along with the conspiratorial and violent methods it employed. After their emigration
from Europe to the United States, they fully embraced Marxism and advocated a peaceful transition
from capitalism to socialism. For twenty-five years they flourished together in Buffalo, New York,
where Anna (as one of the first female practitioners in the region) provided crucial medical care for
the families of immigrant laborers who worked in the factories in the fastgrowing metropolis. Boris
briefly operated a pharmacy, but his real professional calling was agitating and propagandizing
among the laborers for the Socialist Labor Party (SLP), to which he and Anna belonged. Initially Anna,
and then Boris provided the financing, infrastructure, and inspiration for the radical Marxist
movement in Buffalo. Throughout their lives as proselytizers for socialism, labor organizers and
peace activists, the Reinsteins carried with them their earliest experiences from their youth in Central
and Eastern Europe — the western regions of the tsarist empire in Poland, Ukraine, Belarus, and
Western Russia -- as well as their experiences in Switzerland and France. During the First World War,
their dedication to serving the people would separate them forever, as Boris traveled back to Russia
in 1917 to participate in the revolution and take part in the great socialist experiment until his death
in Moscow after the Second World War, while Anna remained in Buffalo to continue her medical

practice among the working classes and to stay connected to her expanding family.
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