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ABSTRACT 

In the late sixties and seventies feminist lawyers began to challenge the many ways in which law and 

legal systems, claiming to be democratic, in theory and practice actually supported and reproduced 

fraternal patriarchy. In their pioneering work, they have generated a new canon of jurisprudence 

based on women's lives - replacing the invisibility of women with women’s active presence, needs 

and demands. Professor Isabel Marcus will discuss the development of this movement and its global 

impact especially in the fields of reproductive rights and violence against women. 
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