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ABSTRACT 

What makes a person African American? Given history, culture, and political and economic realities 

of the American experience rooted in professed freedom, African American emergence as a people 

through the centuries within the republic demands a new paradigm in dealing with and 

understanding that peoplehood. The lecture offers four aspects of genetic heritage, culture, 

awareness of struggle and progress, and multiplicity of identities, as against socially constructed and 

untenable notion of race, to inform and to underline a new paradigm that situates African Americans 

inextricably in the American experience and in a larger American peoplehood. 
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