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ABSTRACT 

This presentation outlines the political transnational activities and identities of Solidarity refugees in 

the United States (mainly Chicago and California) during the late 1980s. First, I define and enumerate 

Solidarity refugees (as distinct from the “Solidarity emigration”), and then argue that political 

refugees are different from voluntary migrants in significant ways that influence contact with the 

homeland. Second, I discuss the relation between the opposition movement in Poland and the 

transnational activities and identities of these refugees focusing on moral dilemmas, identity 

construction, and networks for political transnationalism. Finally, I discuss my current oral history 

project on return Solidarity refugees (that is, those who re-migrated to Poland after 1989) and 

present some preliminary findings on factors influencing their return as well as social remittances. 
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