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ABSTRACT

This paper focuses on Love & Fame (1970) and Delusions, Etc (1972) to understand some of the
issues with which the U.S. poet John Berryman was tussling before his suicide on 7 January 1972.
Central among these is Berryman’s understanding of what constitutes prayer and, in teasing out this
issue, I'll try to address a number of related questions: to what or to whom does one pray? From
what or from whom does permission come to pray? Did Berryman feel able to participate in

whatever prayer is? How are poetry and prayer related for Berryman?
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