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ABSTRACT

Societies rely on fundamental mechanisms of representation, demonstration, and performance to
experience and shape critical historical events. This talk considers what it means to live in an age in
which there appears to be a deliberate undermining of these mechanisms and traditional
conventions. Specific examples of temporal, spatial, and geo-political confusions give analytical
substance to the claim that this American presidential administration is unprecedented, and
presents the theoretical framework of eventful political semiosis to make sense of this historical

moment.
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