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ABSTRACT

It seems increasingly likely that the reaction to the terrorism attacks of September 11, 2001, has
been massively disproportionate to the real threat al-Qaeda has ever actually presented either as an
international menace or as an inspiration or model to homegrown amateurs. In result, we have been
living a decade of delusion as trillions of dollars have been expended and tens of thousands of lives
have been snuffed out in a frantic, ill-conceived effort to react to an event that, however tragic and
dramatic in the first instance, should have been seen, at least in the fullness of time, to be of only

limited significance.
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