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ABSTRACT 

This seminar will interrogate constructions of race, particularly blackness, as they intersect 

with gender, sexuality, and class to define the (non)normative in American culture. We will 

explore the ramifications of such constructions for the individual and the black community 

to consider how trying to become “normal” results in perpetuating oppression intra-racially. 

In the course of our discussion, we will examine the representations of Sojourner Truth, the 

Hottentot Venus, and Black queer subjects 

 


