Deconstructing the Kennedy Mystique: JEK as a Cultual Phenomenon

International conference, March 28-29, 2014

American Studies Center, University of Warsaw
Al. Niepodlegtdsci 22, 02-653 Warszawa

www.asc.uw.edu.pl

Program:

28.03.2014

American Studies Center, room 317

e 14:30 — 15:30, Registration
 15:30 — 16:00, Opening remarks; Collecting JFK menrabilia - prof. Bohdan
Szklarski, ASC Director

« 16:00 —16:30, JFK memorabilia — Exhibition, Coffedreak
e 16:30 — 18:00, Panel I: JFK in the Mirror (chair: prof. Bohdan Szklarski)
» John Andreas FuchsJFK and Jed Bartlet: Two Catholics. Two Fictions?

» William R. Glass From Religious Liberty to Faith in America: JFK aitt

Romney on Religion in Politics

» Karol Gorski -Identifying the political speech and its antithesismparing the
presidential rhetoric of John Fitzgerald Kennedydd®onald Reagan

e 18:00 - 19:00, Dinner for panelists



29.03.2014

American Studies Center, room 317

09:00 — 11:00, Panel II: JFK — Images¢chair: prof. William Glass)

>

Magdalena MaksimiukThe Man Behind the Alluring Image — All the Facés o
JFK in Selected Movies and TV Series

Zuzanna Berfiska —“JFK blown away, what else do | have to say?!” -hjo
F. Kennedy in lyrics of popular songs

Marek Jeziski - Between the person and the idea — JFK and rockanusi
Wojciech Lewandowski Picturing an icon: JFK’s portrait in selected comic

and graphic novels

11:00 — 11:30, Coffee Break
11:30 — 13:00, Panel llI: JFK — Textgchair: prof. David A. Jones)

>

>

>

Dorota Wdniewska -The changing image of JFK in American collective
memory conveyed in books, documentaries and neespdjrles

Piotr Szyja —Looking Through the Eyes of Enemies: the PicturdrK in
Communist Propaganda

Jolanta Szymkowska BartyzefGood Guy among bad Americans' - the image
of JFK presidency in Przekrgj -1960-1964

13:00 — 13:30, Coffee Break
13:30 — 15:30, Panel IV: JFK - Expectations and Réity (chair: prof. Bohdan
Szklarski)

>

A\

Grzegorz Kosc -Robert Frost's Pre-lnaugural Hallucinations on the
Biopolitics of the 1960 Presidential Elections

Marcin Fatalski Anticommunism in the Policy of John F. Kennedy

Elene MedzmariashviliJFK and American Women'’s Issues

David A. Jones €Camelot at Dawn and Beyond into Night: In What Re&p
In What Locations, Does the JFK Legacy Live OnnmeAca?

15:30 — 16:00, Closing remarks and final discussionprof. Bohdan Szklarski



Presentations:

John Andreas Fuchs -JFK and Jed Bartlet: Two Catholics. Two Fictions?

Next to JFKThe West Wirlg fictional Jed Bartet is the only Catholic Presidof the US.
Being Catholic, however, is not the only thing thewe in common: Just like JFK, Bartlet is
a New England Democrat, hid a serious illness dutive presidential campaign, and after
winning the nomination he had to beg his formealrto accept the vice presidency in order
to get support from the South and win the gendeadtien. In my paper | will compare the
creation of presidential myths in fact and fictisarrounding the only two Catholics in the
White House.

William R. Glass - From Religious Liberty to Faith in America: JFK andVitt Romney on
Religion in Politics

In 1960, JFK appeared before the Houston Baptistidi#irial Association to address concerns
about what the election of Catholic would mean Pootestant America. His speech was a
classic defense of the separation of church arté stad the right to privacy in matters of
religion. In 2007, in his first, unsuccessful ruor fthe presidency, Mitt Romney gave a
parallel speech trying to explain how his Mormoithfavould inform his term in office. The
purpose behind both speeches were similar, butifferences between them were striking
and reveal much about the changing role of religiopresidential politics over those forty

five years.

Karol Goérski - Identifying the political speech and its antithesisccomparing the
presidential rhetoric of John Fitzgerald Kennedy drkRonald Reagan

The aim of my paper will be to compare the rhetdratyles of John F. Kennedy and Ronald
W. Reagan. The research question is as followst wizale those two presidents so famous
speakers? Using rhetorical categories proposeddmné&th Burke and Artistotle | will try to

define the rhetoric of each president, bringingtbetdifferences as well as similarities..

Magdalena Maksimiuk: The Man Behind the Alluring Image — All the FacesfdFK in
Selected Movies and TV Series



50 years after the tragic death of the presidémt,itnage of John F. Kennedy continues to
force its way to the hearts of minds of millionsodiy it is certain that the power and
influence of the alluring image itself is beyondderstanding in sociological, cultural or

historical terms. How is it perceived, comprehendad represented in films and TV series
(Thirteen Days, Kennedy, JFK, The Kennedys, Parklaree Butler Has it undergone

significant revision, purification or transformatian the eyes of filmmakers over the years?
How is the ,what if” factor and the mystery (?) b&h the assassination important to the

overall portrayal of the 35th U.S. president?

Zuzanna Berlinska —“ JFK blown away, what else do | have to say?!” - Jolf. Kennedy

in lyrics of popular songs

John F. Kennedy and his sudden passing were tiestopseveral commemorative albums in

the years immediately following his assassinatlorthe subsequent decades, topics of JFK'’s
life and death rarely filled whole songs and weiterorestricted to several verses used only
for triggering off a series of associations. The af the paper is to determine symbolic

meanings behind the figure of JFK conveyed in &€ popular songs, especially by artists

representing post-Camelot era.

Marek Jezinski - Between the person and the idea — JFK and rock ngusi

In the paper the image of JFK represented in racigs is discussed in two ways: (a) as a
historical person, the USA president and an infliaémpolitician, and (b) JFK as an idea, a
cultural motif, or a certain political myth creatadd maintained by the artistic visions, and
represented in the songs of numerous artists. Soofps as “He was a friend of mine” by The
Byrds or “I Shall be Free” by Bob Dylan belong tetfirst category, while the name of the
band Dead Kennedys and the songs as “Sympathyh&Devil” by The Rolling Stones,

“God” by John Lennon, or “Born in the Fifties” byn& Police represent the second one.

Wojciech Lewandowski -Picturing an icon: JFK’s portrait in selected comscand graphic
novels

Mystery, scandal, drama and wealth are the ingn¢slief the popular image of JFK. This is
enough to make an everlasting icon of popular celttNo wonder that graphic novels’
authors want to depict him and to explore the phesron of the figure so appealing. In the

“Watchmen” and “Before Watchmen” series some sobiadjraphical facts mix up with



fantasies and obsessions of American People. Andsaally, it says more about the nation

than about the President.

Dorota Wasniewska - The changing image of JFK in American collective mmery
conveyed in books, documentaries and newspapeclagi

With passage of time people tend to change viewsedin events that influenced their lives.
Researchers interested in commemorative actionscahléctive memory claim that such
variation is specifically noticed after 50 to 6Gay® from the given event.

In my paper | would like to analyze the image oKJnd its changes over time referring to
theories of collective memory and commemoratiorm&aexamples of newspaper articles,

books and documentaries will be used as primargmadd together with theoretical works.

Piotr Szyja — Looking Through the Eyes of Enemies: the Picture dFK in Communist
Propaganda

John F. Kennedy took office during the escalatib@old War hostilities and his presidency
contributed to heightening them. This increased-thisually high — level of attention directed
towards the United States in the communist prelss.aim of this paper is to use propaganda
as a tool to deconstruct some of the myths suriogndFK and his presidency. Journalists
and correspondents from the Soviet Bloc were fanfobjective, but as outsiders they could,
in their observations, brutally reveal America’sakeesses and problems. By looking at the
language that was used, the choice of argumentsnéorhation that was published, and the
contexts in which they were presented, a carefalyais can place what is commonly thought
about JFK and his presidency in an interestinggastsve.

Jolanta Szymkowska Bartyzel -‘Good Guy among bad Americans' - the image of JFK
presidency in Przekroj -1960-1964

Przekréjwas one of the most popular culture magazinesighdd in Communist Poland. It
was addressed to intellectual elites.For manysyaaisaved much of its independence and
neutral character. The paper presents the imageidfife magazine that generally did not
deal with politics and avoided communist propaga@tatent analysis of the weekly’s issues
from the period of 1960 - 1964 show several dissesirin which JFK was presented to
Przekrojreaders.



Grzegorz Kosc -Robert Frost's Pre-Inaugural Hallucinations on theBiopolitics of the
1960 Presidential Elections

| will discuss an early draft of the Dedication po&hich Robert Frost had planned to read,
in its final version, along with “The Gift Outrigfitat John F. Kennedy’s inauguration on
January 20, 1961. Largely unknown until 2006 whiewas finally transcribed by Robert
Faggen as one of the Notebooks, the poem seemstiaylFrost’'s foreboding about the
President’s assassination. The poem shows that #Amsed the election of Kennedy as a
manifestation of America’s collective desire, besderstood in terms of Darwin’s sexual
selection. It also reveals Frost wary of the nas@ubsequent anxieties which he intuitively
configured as fears of infection and castratiore pbet envisioned the beheading of Kennedy
as one of several responses of communities andreslto alien elements that disrupt their

cultural purity.

Marcin Fatalski - Anticommunism in the Policy of John F. Kennedy

For many observers John F. Kennedy was a statesrmarhad well thought out vision of

U.S. foreign policy in the Cold War world. Neveriggs many historians question his ability
to answer the challenges of the Cold War and stinemgthe position of the United States.
Historical sources confirm that Kennedy had cledegai of U.S. foreign policy and was
determined to contain communism through many pmalitand economic tools. He was
convinced that military approach to political preis could not be sufficient any more.
Kennedy paid more attention to economic and souethanisms of anti-communism than

other U.S. presidents.

Elene Medzmariashvili -JFK and American Women'’s Issues

This paper deals with one of the interesting fieddsIFK’s activities. The author tries to
investigate reasons why JFK became the first aniwagidents of the USA to be interested in
women'’s rights issues, what steps he took in thiecion and why? What was the result of
these steps? After answering these questionsanitilowance for ideological, personal and
other priorities of JFK, the author makes conclasibat JFK took the lead over the time and

proved once again his progressiveness.

David A. Jones -Camelot at Dawn and Beyond into Night: In What Resgis, In What

Locations, Does the JFK Legacy Live On In America?



The JFK legacy appears to live on more visiblyame United States regional cultures than
within others. Daniel J. Elazar’s three Americagioeal subcultures offer insight. This paper
will examine the states where John F. Kennedy amthiRl W. Reagan scored victories in the
1960 and 1980 Presidential elections, then dov#taltogether with where the Democratic
and Republican political parties have scored mecent victories, and where the Affordable

Care Act (“ObamacCare”) implementation has witnedsat failure and success.



Panelists:

Zuzanna Berlmska: graduate student at the American Studies CeieX, graduate of
Institute of Applied Social Sciences at the Uniugref Warsaw

Marcin Fatalski: Associate professor at the Chair of American Bsidnstitute of American
Studies and Polish Diaspora, Jagiellonian Universie specializes in diplomatic history and
foreign policy of the United States. He is the autbf “Widmo rewolucji. Polityka USA
wobec Ameryki Potudniowej 1961-1968,” Eng. “A Spaobf Revolution. U.S. Policy toward
South America 1961-1968".

John Andreas Fuchs:studies American Cultural History and Americanekdtture with a
focus on American Catholicism, the Civil War, afme tAmerican South. He read History,
American Studies, Anglistics, Educational Scienaed Theology at the Catholic University
of Eichstatt-Ingolstadt, the University of Aberdeamd the Ludwig Maximilian University
(Munich). Currently he is assistant professor witle Chair of School Pedagogy at CU
Eichstatt as well as an adjunct with the departrméieligious Education.

William R. Glass: professor of American Social History at the Aman Studies Center of

the University of Warsaw, Poland, where he is als@ditor of The Americanist, the journal
published by the Center. He has published article®\merican Protestant fundamentalism
and a book entitled Strangers in Zion: Fundamesttalin the South, 1900-1950. He is
currently working a book tentatively titled “Laugly in War/Laughing at War: the Service

Comedy as Genre.”

Karol Gorski: graduated from the University of Warsaw InstitufeJournalism and Phd
student there. Also student at the Institute oinBtbgy and Cultural Anthropology, Warsaw
University. His areas of interest include: politichetoric, discourse and narrative analysis,
cultural and literary anthropology.

Marek Jezinski: head of Journalism and Social Communication DetptiMK in Torw. His

main academic interests include political sociolegyl anthropology of popular culture. He



published:The Quest for Political Myth and Symbol in the Badil Language of AW*S” and
SLD (2003); Marketing polityczny a procesy akulturacyjne. Pemygk 11l RP(2004), and
Jezyk przeméwie politycznych Wojciecha Jaruzelskiego w okresiawstaojennegd2009),
Muzyka popularna jako wehikut ideologicz(8011). He is the editor of several academic
books and published academic papers on politicaketiag, popular culture, contemporary

theatre and music.

David A. Jones professor of Law, Management, Public Policy atekican Studies Center,
University of Warsaw. He offers lectures on U.Ssibass culture and foreign policy, and has
made 14 research trips to China since 2004 to sh&linfluence of American culture in Asia
compared to Europe.

Grzegorz Kos¢: assistant professor of American studies at thevéssity of Warsaw and the
University of Lodz in Poland. He is the authorRdbert Lowell: Uncomfortable Epigone of
the Grands Maitre¢2005) and has co-edited, with Krzysztof Majégols of Their Tools:

Communications Tech- nologies and American Cultiedctice (2009). His most recent
book, Robert Frost’s Political Bodyis forthcoming from Cam- den House (Rochester).NY

Kosc is currently working on a project involving IRt Lowell’s prose.

Wojciech Lewandowski: Assistant Professor at the Istitute of Europeamdi8t at the

Faculty of Journalism and Political Science atltimversity of Warsaw. Co-founder and co-
ordinator of British Socio-Political Studies ResdafGroup BRITANNIA. Guest Lecturer at
American Studies Center, University of Warsaw. Hafsh music radio show “Art.Rockowy
Swiat”. Scientific interests: political and sociatgblems in popular culture (special focus:
graphic novels and comic books, counterculture led 60’s, progressive rock, horror

literature); cultural interpretations of social gmalitical processes.

Magdalena Maksimiuk: PhD Candidate at the Institute of Philosophy and@agy, Polish
Academy of Sciences. She has an MA in Law, Unieisi Warsaw and an MA in American
Culture Studies, University of Warsaw. During h&rdses she also spent one semester in
Berlin at FreieUniversitat and Humboldt-Universitder academic interests focus on
American film, media discourse, terrorism and glaadion.



Elene Medzmariashvili Professor, Director of MA and PhD programs in Aicen Studies
at Thilisi State University. She graduated from T&tdl holds a PhD. in World History. She
teaches courses: Introduction to American Studi&sDiplomacy in 28 Century, Terrorism
in the U.S. and Europe, Women in"™20entury American Politics, History of Latin Amesic
In 2005-2006 she worked at Rutgers University (U8&p Fulbright visiting scholar. She has
more than 80 publications, among them some higxtbooks, also papers on women in

American politics, and problems of Georgian immigraomen in the US.

Piotr Szyja: PhD candidate at the Instutute of Political SoeerRolish Academy of Sciences.
Graduate of Warsaw University (European StudieseAean Studies). He spent one semester
at the Groningen University as an Erasmus studdst.is interested in American and
European politics, American foreign policy and mggional relations theory. He prepares a

dissertation on cultural determinants of Americareign policy.

Jolanta Szymkowska Bartyzel:adjunct professor in the Institute of American $sdand
Polish Diaspora, Jagiellonian Universitider scholarly interests focus on history and
reception of American popular culture in Polande $han author of a book and articles on

American popular culture, Americanization and nmagsslia communication.
Dorota Wasniewska graduate student at the American Studies CemtéWarsaw, MA

graduate in Psychology (Warsaw University) and BAdgate in English Philology (Warsaw

University).
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