
READING LIST FOR MA EXAMS IN 2022 

KEY READINGS IN AMERICAN STUDIES 2020/2021 
 

 

LITERATURE: Dr. K. Mazur 

Toni Morrison, "Black Matters" from Playing in the Dark 

Judith Butler, "Imitation and Gender Insubordination" 

Gloria Anzaldúa, Borderlands 

 

POLITICS: Prof. C. Bates 

Dahl, Robert A. "Polyarchy,  pluralism, and scale.”  Scandinavian Political Studies  Vol 7, 

no.4 (1984), pp. 225-240. 

Dahl, Robert A. "Pluralism Revisited"  Comparative Politics, Vol. 10, No. 2. (Jan., 1978), pp. 

191-203. 

Lipset, Seymour Martin. "Some Social Requisites of Democracy: Economic Development and 

Political Legitimacy . The American Political Science Review,  Vol. 53, No. 1 (Mar., 1959), 

pp. 69-105 

Putnam, Robert D. “Bowling Alone: America's Declining Social Capital.” Journal of 

Democracy, Vol. 6, no. 1 (1995), pp. 65-78 

Putnam, Robert D. "Tuning in, tuning out: The strange disappearance of social capital in 

America" PS: Political Science & Politics Vol. 28, Iss. 4, (Dec 1995): 664-683 

Fukuyama, Francis. "Social capital, civil society and development" Third World Quarterly, 

Vol 22, No 1 (2001), pp 7– 20 

Huntington, Samuel. "The Clash of Civilizations?". Foreign Affairs, Vol. 72 no. 3 (1993), pp. 

22-49. 

 Putnam, Robert D. "E Pluribus Unum: Diversity and Community in the Twenty-first 

Century"  Scandinavian Political Studies, Vol. 30 – No. 2 (2007), pp. 137-174 

Huntington, Samuel. "Democracy Third Wave" Journal of Democracy Volume 2, no 2. 

(1991), pp. 12-34 

 

 



SOCIETY: Dr. M. Durska 

Alexander, Michelle, The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of 

Colorblindness (New York: The New Press, 2010) 

Hochschild, Arlie Russell, Strangers in Their Own Land : Anger and Mourning on the 

American Right, New York: The New Press 2016. 

Vance J.D., Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis, Introduction  and ch. 

1, Harper, 2016. 

Hofstadter, Richard, “America as a Gun Culture,” American Heritage Magazine, 1970,  vol. 

1, issue 6;  https://www.americanheritage.com/america-gun-culture#1 

Mencken F. Carson and Froese Paul, Gun Culture in Action, Social Problems, 2019, 66, 3–27 

[selection: pp. 3-10; 23-27] 

 

HISTORY: Prof. W. Glass 

Winthrop, "A Model of Christian Charity" 

Miller, "Errand in the Wilderness" 

Morgan, "Slavery and Freedom: the American Paradox" 

Commonwealth v Jennison 

Slave Petition to Pennsylvania Legislature 

North Carolina Freedmen Petition to Congress 

Rowlandson, A Narrative of the Captivity, selections 

Axtell, "America without the Indians" 

 

 

The folder with readings available at: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TbWgbLYR2-64hyBVnqmeqeQ-w4YwxkW2?usp=sharing 

https://www.americanheritage.com/america-gun-culture
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TbWgbLYR2-64hyBVnqmeqeQ-w4YwxkW2?usp=sharing

