
   

 

  
 

 

READING LIST FOR MA EXAMS FOR STUDENTS WHO STARTED THE PROGRAM IN 
AN ACADEMIC YEAR 2025/26 

 
   

Cluster I: History 
  

1.  John Winthrop, Arabella sermon ("City on a hill")  

 
2. Miller, Perry. "Errand Into The Wilderness." The William and Mary Quarterly 10, no. 1 

(1953): 432. doi:10.2307/2936876.  

  

3. Documents on slaves and freedom in revolutionary America: Nash, Gary B. Race and 
Revolution. London: Rowan and Littlefield, 1990. Kindle Edition. 

 

4. Morgan, Edmund S. "Slavery and Freedom: The American Paradox." The Journal of 
American History 59, no. 1 (1972): 5-29.  doi:10.2307/1888384.  

 

5. Axtell, James. "Colonial America without the Indians: Counterfactual Reflections." The 
Journal of American History 73, no. 4 (1987): 981-96. doi:10.2307/1904058.   

  

6. Rowlandson, Mary. Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson. 

Intro, 1st, 2nd, and 20th Removes. Project Gutenberg, 2021. 
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/851/851-h/851-h.htm#link2H_4_0020. 

  

 
 

Cluster II: Politics 
  

1. Scott, Kyle. The Federalist Papers: A Reader’s Guide. New York: Bloomsbury Academic, 

2013. 

 

2. Bobbio, Norberto. 1989. Democracy and Dictatorship: The Nature and Limits of State Power. 
Translated by Peter Kennealy. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. Ch 4. Democracy 

and Dictatorship, pp. 133-166. 

 
3. Dahl, Robert Alan. How Democratic Is the American Constitution?, Second Edition. The 

Castle Lectures in Ethics, Politics, and Economics. (2001) New Haven: Yale University 

Press, ch. 1, 3, 6. 

 
 

 

Cluster III: Literature  
  

1. Cameron Awkward Rich “Trans, Feminism; Or, Reading like a Depressed Transsexual” 

(2018) 
 

2. Judith Butler, from Precarious Life (2004) 



   

 

 

3. Cary Wolfe, “What Is Posthumanism” (2010) 

 
 

Cluster IV: Society 
  

1. Hochschild, Arlie (2024) Stolen Pride: Loss, Shame, and the Rise of the Right, (Ch. 3 The 

Pride Paradox ) 

 
2. Stiglitz, Joseph (2013) The Price of Inequality. The Price of Inequality: How Today's Divided 

Society Endangers Our Future. New York: W. W. Norton & Company (Ch. 1, pp. 1-34).  

  

3. Hofstadter, Richard, “America as a Gun Culture,” American Heritage Magazine, 1970, vol. 
1, issue 6  

  

4. Mencken F. Carson and Froese Paul, “Gun Culture in Action,” Social Problems, 2019, 66, 
3–27 [selection: pp. 3-10; 23-27]  

  

5. Alexander, Michelle, The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness 
(New York: The New Press, 2010), Introduction and Chapter1.  

  


